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Present claims relate to the use of a carboxymethyl cellulose which 1s 
defined by reference to the following parameters: 

PI: formation of a gel having certain modulus properties when dissolved 
under certain conditions 1n a 0.3% sodium chloride solution (as 1n claim 
1), 

P2: certain Brookfleld viscosity values after dissolution under certain 
conditions when dissolved 1n a 0.3% sodium chloride solution (as 1n claim 
2) 

The use of these parameters 1n the present context Is considered to lead 
to a lack of clarity within the meaning of Article 6 PCT. It 1s 
Impossible to compare the parameters the applicant has chosen to employ 
with what 1s set out 1n the prior art. The lack of clarity 1s such as to 
render a meaningful complete search Impossible. Consequently, the search 
has been restricted to the use of carboxymethyl cellulose in the 
preparation of fruit-based products, taking into account the additional 
technical features of claims 3-9, but not those of claims 1-2. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to Inventions in respect of which no international 
search report has been established need not be the subject of an 
International preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 
1s advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority 1s normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is 
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 
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